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annaurced on }Y March 30223, Annex 215 i5 an attemipt (o rlﬁrl-w: #inr't-'l-l::lﬂl.'d ﬂmaﬂummhﬂllhﬂm
faciities by hawing confirmed COWID-19 healthcare professionals return to work before the completion of their
nolation peried,

As ol 23 March 3072, the country’s daily absence rate among HCPs due to high-rak exposure or baing COVID-
19-positive exceeds (3 creating stalf shastages in hospitals and clindcs. Therefore, we understand the
gowernment’s attempt to maintain an adeguate nembes of HEP to ensure patent care. Mowever, reducing the
Aolaton peried from 7-days 1o 5 days may have hidden coniequencos to the walety of HCP and patients.

& nurmber of wtudies hinve thawn that up ta 50% of COVID-19 patients remasin infectious on Doy 5 o bayand,
Requiring HCPs with asympiomatic COVID-19 infection to return to work on Day & with possible @ness could
kead to healthcare-associated chusters, We ask the government to be cautious in approving such pelicies as it
defeats MOH objectives to prevent short staffing and alleviate COVID-19 caseload.

We urge the government to mandate antigen testing for asymptomatic HOPs on Day 5 and anly allow those
with negative test results to raturn to work. High-risk HOPs with dependants, especially children, must ba
alpwed to complete a full ¥-day solatlon period a5 child-care and education facilities are unlikely to acoepd
their children watil seven days have passed. We expect the government to prowide medical certificates instead
al requiring HCPs (o take annual leave tor any additional days af rest, to be fair and compassionate, and 1o
engure both the parents and children are tully sale to rétum to work or schools,

AL The Tarme Lime, Lhe EOVEMTUMENE Ml O il appropriate ‘Ptf!ﬂﬂﬂ profecinve afuipmeant wahisth bncludies
webkfitted masks, recommended by World Health Organisstion (WHD) [N9S, KF34 of FFP2) for all HOPs.

Whille we commend the meawres and efforts made by the government to roduce the stram on our healtheare
wyitern and maintain patient cane, equal attentson st be ghven ta the wafely and welfare of our healtheore
professonals, We believe and expact the government to re-ovaluate the contents of Annex 21b, ta act fairky
and with compassion,
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fcaderry of Medicine Malaysia

Assodiation of Makysian Optometrists

College of Anaesthesiclngists

Malaysian Association of Enviromental Health
Malaysian Nurses Associathon

Mataysian Pharmacists Society

fdalaysian Society of Anansthesiologists

Malaysian Society of Clinkcal Paychology

Madaysizn Society of Ocoupathonal Safery and Heaklh
10, Malaysian Thoracis Sochety

11. Medical Practitdners Coalibon Association of Malxycia
12, Obsterrical and Gynascolagical Socety of Malaysia
13, Perinatal Society of hMalaysis

14, Pertubuhan Doktor-Doklor lam balaysia
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Data’ D¢ lakizak Haszan

Dr Khor Swoe Kheng

Prof [ir Rosiing Abdul Manap

. Prof Dr Shasifa Ezat Wan Puteh
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